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Book March 
Madness 

By Jerry Abramson 

Jordan Sonnenblick Visits DMS 
By Jerry Abramson 

PARCC: The New 
Test 

By Jackson Hecker 

   Jordan Sonnenblick is an 
author few people know of, 
but he altered an eighth grade 
girl’s life tremendously. He 
uses his humor to capture the 
reader and enjoy the book 
even more. Jordan is normal 
guy with normal life who has 
a normal family, but how did 
all this happen for him to 
become the author he is 
today? Jordan Sonnenblick 
visited the 7th and 8th graders 
to speak about his books. 
   Jordan Sonnenblick first 
visited the eighth grade in a 
small group in Mr. Sorge’s 

room. He mostly talked about 
his writing style and where he 
lived and how that affected the 
comedy side to his novels. 
Jordan also mentioned how he 
is writing and publishing a 
couple of new books. He 
mentioned how this new book 
is based off of his eighth grade 
daughter’s problems with 
school and dance. He said he 
took a different spin on this 
book by showing the problem 
in the beginning and then the 
rest of the book being a 
flashback leading up to that 
point. Jordan said that it gives 
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   March is the month of 
Bracketology, the month of 
statistics and putting all of 
your knowledge together to 
come up with a prediction 
of a winner for your 
bracket. Most people just 
think of this month for 
college basketball, but this 
year there seems to be a 
new bracket around. This 
bracket is made from 64 
books, very much like the 
original March Madness. 
They are separated into 
different categories, Classic 
Reads, Stupendous Series, 
Leading Females, Leading 
Males, Dynamic Dystopias, 
Fantas t ic Adventures , 
Living in the Past, and 
lastly a category named 
Things That Make you go 
Hmmm. Each book is 
given a match up, like 
Harry Potter Series vs.  

 This year, Demarest 
Middle School took part in 
the P.A.R.C.C. assessment.  
P.A.R.C.C. stands for 
Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College 
a n d C a r e e r s .  T h e 
P.A.R.C.C. assessment is a 
brand new test for this 
school and others around 
the country. The goal for 
t h e l e a d e r s  o f  t h e 
P.A.R.C.C. is for the states 
to come to together through 
a shared commitment to 
develop a new way of 
testing: far more rigorous 
than in the past, more 
engaging for students, and 
f a r b e t t e r s u i t e d t o 
m e a s u r i n g  s t u d e n t 
understanding, reasoning 
and ab i l i t y to app ly 
concepts.  There are a total 
of 12 states taking the 
P.A.R.C.C.  The states 
taking the P.A.R.C.C. are 
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Eighth graders meet their hero! 



   Packed with action and some 
subtle romance, Arrow is the 
show to watch. Currently 
premiering on Netflix. The 
beginning of the show is set 
when Oliver Queen, the main 
character, is found on an island 
after being stranded there for 
five years. Oliver was stranded 
on the island, Lian Yu, because 
of a ship that he was on that 
w r e c k e d i n t h e o c e a n . 
Throughout the show you see 
how he connects with his family 
a n d f r i e n d s , y o u w a t c h 
f l a s h b a c k s i n t o O l i v e r ’ s 
memories from the island, and, 
most importantly, you see how 
Oliver lives a double life as a 
person in a billionaire family 

what he has while he has it. 
It is a hard time for Steven, 
but he is very understanding 
about the situation.    
  Drums, Gi r l s , and 
Dangerous Pie is truly a one 
of a kind book. Anyone that 
reads this book can relate to 
it in some way.  It combines 
a tragic event with funny 
characters, which really 
makes for an unforgettable 
novel.  Drums, Girls, and 
Dangerous Pie is a fantastic, 
unique novel that is perfect 
for all ages. 

   Packed with action and some 
subtle romance, Arrow is the 
show to watch. Currently 
premiering on Netflix. The 
beginning of the show is set 
when Oliver Queen, the main 
character, is found on an island 
after being stranded there for 
five years. Oliver was stranded 
on the island, Lian Yu, because 
of a ship that he was on that 
w r e c k e d i n t h e o c e a n . 
Throughout the show you see 
how he connects with his family 
a n d f r i e n d s , y o u w a t c h 
f l a s h b a c k s i n t o O l i v e r ’ s 
memories from the island, and, 
most importantly, you see how 
Oliver lives a double life as a
person in a billionaire family

what he has while he has it. 
It is a hard time for Steven, 
but he is very understanding 
about the situation.    
 Drums, Gi r l s , and 
Dangerous Pie is truly a one 
of a kind book. Anyone that 
reads this book can relate to
it in some way.  It combines 
a tragic event with funny 
characters, which really
makes for an unforgettable 
novel. Drums, Girls, and 
Dangerous Pie is a fantastic, 
unique novel that is perfect 
for all ages.
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Book Spotlight: Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie�
By Ben Alfano 

Arrow: A Piercing Series�
By Ohr Yahalomi 

and a hero known as “The 
Vigilante.” This show is 
recommended for ages 13 and 
above. This series will have 
you sitting on the edge of 
your sea t , c ry ing , and 
laughing all at the same time, 
which is all the more reason 
to watch Arrow. 

   Drums, Girls, and Dangerous 
Pie is a heartwarming novel by 
Jordan Sonnenblick.  It happens 
to be his first book, as well as 
his bestselling book.  Drums, 
Girls, and Dangerous Pie is a 
story that will touch everyone 
who reads it because it is an 
unforgettable journey of the life 
of a young teenage boy.  This 
novel is perfect for anyone in 
Demares t Midd le Schoo l 
because it really connects to the 
daily life of a middle school 
student. 
   Steven is living the life of an 
eighth grader.  He goes to 
school.  He has a crush on the 
prettiest girl in school.  He plays 
the drums all the time.  Lastly, 
he has an angelic-looking, yet 
demonic, little brother named 
Jeffrey.  He loves his younger 
sibling, but is kind of annoyed 
and aggravated by him all the 
time.  His priorities are his  

“…truly a one of a 
kind book…” 

his schoolwork and playing 
the drums, but hanging out 
with Jeffrey is clearly not one 
of them.  Steven is just like 
any other boy, but this all 
takes a huge turn.  

   When Jeffrey is diagnosed 
with leukemia, everything 
changes.  Steven goes from 
not spending any time with 
Jeffrey to wanting to spend 
every possible moment he 
has left with him. It is hard 
though because Jeffrey is in 
and out of the hospital, and 
when he is home, he is very 
tired. He changes the things 
he can change by raising 
money for the hospital bills.  
Through this difficult time, 
Steven learns to appreciate 

March: The 
Month of 
Madness�

By Jackson Hecker 

   March is filled with many 
events but the craziest one 
is March Madness. 64 
teams compete to reach the 
Final Four and win the 
National Championship.  
The top four teams in the 
country get the top seeds. 
The four regions are East, 
West, South and Midwest.  
In March Madness there are 
always Cinderella teams 
that are low seed and make 
the Final Four. Since March 
Madness expanded in 1985, 
a 12 seed has beaten a 5 
seed in all years except for 
three. Entering the bracket 
this year there is one 
undefeated: the Kentucky 
Wildcats, who claimed the 
overall #1 seed in the 
bracket and are looking to 
go to go 40-0.  This would 

“…cinematic 
action, strong 
plotting, and 

intriguing 
characters…” –
Rotton Tomatoes 

be the 8th team ever to go undefeated. 
   In first two rounds there was a lot of Madness.  This was 
the fourth time in history that a 12 seed did not beat a 5 
seed. This year is also the 3rd year straight that a 1 seed did 
not make the Sweet Sixteen.  The lowest seed to make the 
Sweet Sixteen this year is the UCLA Bruins who are an 11 
seed. 
   But who is going to make it to the Final Four in 
Indianapolis?  I believe that Kentucky, Duke, Arizona and 
Michigan State will all make the Final Four.  Arizona will 
beat Kentucky in one of the games and Duke will beat 
Michigan State in the other.  In the National Championship, 
I predict that Duke will beat Arizona 74-69. 
   There is a ton of madness in March.  Any team can win 
the National Championship, as anyone can upset and make 
a Cinderella Run. 

Holding up a good read 

A student’s March Madness bracket with a hopeful Wisconsin win 



8th Graders Meet Their New Home: NVD�
By Ben Alfano 

8th Graders Meet Their New Home: NVD
By Ben Alfano

   The school year is going as fast 
as lightning, and believe it or not, 
it is coming to an end. The eight 
graders will be going to Northern 
Valley Demarest High School.  
The transition from middle school 
to high school is huge, but it is 
nothing they cannot handle.   
   The transition to high school is 
not as hard as it seems because a 

c l a s s e s .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o 
select the top three electives, or 
classes that they choose to take, in which 
they are granted two.  These are not core 
classes like math or science, they are 
classes such as life skills, art (which there 
are a couple of), and more.  Students may 
be wondering, how do I know what 
elective to take if I do not know what you 
do in them? Well, eighth graders get to 
take a tour of all of the electives and get 
some information on them before you 

choose them.   It is like a fun field trip 
where you get to learn about the high 
school.   
  After you select your top three 
electives, you have a meeting with Mrs. 
Rinckhoff, a high school guidance 

counselor, and your parents.  During 
this meeting you sumbit your top three 
electives and learn a lot about the core 
classes and their difficulty.  The 
guidance counselor helps you decide 
if you should take an honors or 
college prep class, and basically 
makes your classes which will lead 
up to being your schedule.  This is 
the final step of your transition into 
the high school for the time being, 
but later in the year there is a 
picnic with the freshmen to get to 
know them.  The transition to the 
high school is very hard and is not 
scary at all.  The process is very 
easy and actually pretty fun 
because you get to take a tour of 
your future school.  Teachers and 
Mrs. Rinckhoff are there to help 
every step of the way as well.  Yes, 
it is a huge transition. But, the 
transition is simple and easy.  The 
eighth graders are looking forward 
to continuing their student career at 
Northern Valley Demarest. 

Unbroken: A Hit Movie and Even Better Book�
By Rhea Tejwani 

   The blockbuster movie, Unbroken, 
directed by Angelina Jolie, created a lot 
of buzz.  The movie that came out on 
Christmas day was actually based off a 
book with the same name, written by 
Laura Hillenbrand.  Both the movie and 
book are based off the true story of Louis 
Zamperini, an Olympic runner, and 
World War II survivor. Zamperini 
channeled his energy into running, and 
went on to compete in the 1936 
Olympics. He became a World War II 
bombardier for the Army Air Corps. 
Zamperini was stranded in the ocean on a 
raft for 47 days with no food. Louis and 
his friend Phil reached a Japanese prison 
camp. The American Military pronounced 
him dead.  Upon returning home, 
Zamperini was named a hero. The book 
and movie versions of Zamperini’s 

 

life follow the same story, but there were 
different parts between the two. The book 
version provided more details than the 
movie version.  The movie did not include 
parts of Zamperini’s later life, including 

   I recommend anyone who wants to 
watch the movie should read the book 
first to understand everything that is 
happening in the movie.  I recommend 
both to anyone who wants to 
experience a heartfelt survival story 
that seems unbelievable but is entirely 
true. 

��

lot of preparation is done.  There 
are many precautions taken to 
make sure our transition into 
Northern Valley Demarest is as 
smooth as possible.  The eighth-
grade teachers place students in the 
right classes, whether they are 
honors classes or college prep 

“I feel prepared [for 
NVD] because of all the 

wonderful teachers 
that guided us.” – Ben 

Edelstein 

what happened after he left the Japanese 
Prison Camp.  Also, the movie adaptation 
did not provide details about early 
moments of Zamperini’s life and his 
Olympic running career.  The book, 
provided a more in depth description of 
Zamperini’s life.  I preferred the book 
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand to the 
movie adaptation, directed by Angelina 
Jolie. 

“heartfelt survival 
story” 



 �
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PARCC: The New Test 
By Jackson Hecker 

Book March Madness 
By Jerry Abramson 

(continued from page 1) 
Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, 
L o u i s i a n a ,  M a r y l a n d , 
Massachusetts, Mississippi, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
Ohio, and Rhode Island.  The 
schools of Washington D.C. are 
also taking the PARCC.   
   Instead of the tests being taken 
with pencil on paper, students are 
separated into different rooms to 
use the computers.  Students took 
the tests in the Technology lab and 
in the library on the desktop 
computers.  Students also took the 
tests on the schools’ laptops in 
different rooms.  There were many 
changes from the NJASK, the old 
New Jersey standardized test, to the 
PARCC.  Another big difference, 
besides how the test is taken,  

between the two tests were the 
questions.  On the NJASK, there was 
one answer for each multiple- 
choice question.  On the PARCC 
there were sometimes multiple 
answers for the question.  It made 
the students think more and go back 
to the story.   

(continued from page 1) 
Percy Jackson Series in the category, 
Stupendous Series.  
   This bracket is taking the Language 
Art classrooms to the next level. The 
match up decisions seem to be getting 
more and more difficult as the weeks 
go on. As the rounds go on many 
upsets have occurred.  I interviewed 
Mrs. Heffler about Book March 
Madness, for she brought this 

book tournament to Demarest Middle 
School. I asked Mrs. Heffler how she 
found out about Book March Madness 
and why she introduced to Demarest 
Middle School. She replied, “I first found 
out about March Book Madness last 
month after reading about it on several 
educational sites.  I started to follow 
#MBM2015 on social media and could 
not believe the amount of excitement 
about the tournament.” Mrs. Heffler also 
said that the "tournament" is in its 7th 
year internationally. 
    She felt it would be an awesome way 
to get students to discuss their favorite 
books, and also to see what other people 
their age were reading all over the 
country. Mrs. Heffler said that her 6th 
grade reading class will be Skyping with 
a middle school in Maryland, and also 
she was able to join their "bracket” to get 
Demarest Middle School involved. Then 

she told me that, atfirst, it was only 
supposed to be for the 6th grade, but 
there was a lot of excitement with the 
7th and 8th grade also, so it became a 
grade 6-8 event at DMS.  
   Mrs. Heffler told me next that there 
are hundreds of schools involved in this 
tournament, but we are part of a 4 
school bracket. There are picture book 
brackets for elementary, middle grade 
books, and young adult books.  You can 
choose your own bracket of books (like 
we did) or join the national tournament.  
That's what is great about it: it gets kids 
talking about books. I have heard a lot 
of debating in the halls of DMS about 
which books will definitely win this 
week. Personally, I believe Harry Potter 
will win this year, but maybe another 
team could pull off a big upset.  
 
 

Students taking the P.A.R.C.C. 

Is your favorite book here? 

 Personally I did not mind the 
PARCC.  During school, we learn on 
computers , so it was not different.  I 
felt that there was no change 
between the PARCC and the 
N.J.A.S.K.   

“more engaging 
for students” 



��

Creative Writing: A Seasonal Series of Haikus 
By Claire Yoo 

Winter 
A sudden cold burst 
Let wind sweep you off the snow 
Frozen paradise 
 
Snow days, holidays 
Turning up the heat when cold 
Children running ‘round 
  
Wearing holed sweaters 
Thick layers and thicker boots 
Will it ever end? 
  
Spring 
Sun on horizon 
Jackets being put away 
Open car windows 
 
Flowers bloom, plants grow 
Animals return from sleep 
Serene scene untouched  

Go outside to live 
Inside the warmth of the sun 
Beautifully untouched 
  
Summer 
How’d it get so hot? 
Summer never felt so good 
But sweat doesn’t stop 
  
Buildings overheat 
Feeling like huge microwaves 
Turning on the fan 
  
Jumping into pools 
Cartwheeling on hot beaches 
Summer, please don’t go 
 
Fall 
Leaves tumbling, falling 
Red, orange, yellow and green 
Crunching on your feet 

School begins once more 
Starting fresh: a brand new grade 
Adapting to life 
  
Shorts turn into pants 
Sweaters make their grand return 
Weather evolving 
  
So the cycle goes 
On and on and bringing change 
And a new feeling 

Jordan Sonnenblick Visits DMS (continued from page 1)  
By Jerry Abramson 

it that aspect that makes the reader keep 
wondering if the father is going to die 
or not.  
   Later, he visited the entire 8th grade 
during the last two periods of the day. 
This was a larger group so he mostly 
stuck to a backstory of his book, 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie and 
how his personal life influenced the 
story. Jordan started the presentation 
with a story about how he hated school, 
was considered a bad kid, and all of the 
obstacles he overcame as a child. He 
said you may seem lost right now, but 
you can and will be happier when 
you’re older. He mentioned how this 
book was made for a specific girl who 
attended his 8th grade English class (he 
was a teacher). Jordan mentioned  that 
she was the reason that he was here that 
day. She gave him the strength to break 
through the tough barrier that was 
stopping him from finding inspiration 
and write this book. Jordan said that 
this girl seemed to be the happiest girl 
he had eve r me t . She wou ld  

laugh and interrupt the entire class. 
This girl would take students that 
seemed to be quiet into different people 
who talked and wore the brightest 
colors to express how happy they were. 
Jordan mentioned that he later found 
that Emily’s brother had cancer. Emily 
was covering up her feelings and trying 
to laugh as much as she could. Now 
Jordan felt awful and decided to tell 
Emily’s mother that he would find a 
book that would resemble how she is 
feeling. Jordan looked everywhere, but 
there was not one book that pertained 
this type of issue. Jordan then set off on 
this venture to create a meaningful 
book for Emily. Jordan said that this 
girl changed his life and that she 
inspired him to write this novel. In 
Jordan’s books he uses symbolism to 
show how characters may deal with 
situations, such as drums.  
   Jordan further answered questions 
about how his writing has changed due 
to where he grew up in his child. He 
mentioned how teachers, such as his 

English teachers, have altered his  
writing tremendously. Jordan has a 
comedy side to his writing, for he grew 
up in Staten Island.  He explained how 
dinner at his house consisted of many 
people talking over each other and 
cracking jokes left and right.  Being a 
schoolteacher in his early writing years 
happened to be a teacher. Jordan 
explained how he never was able to 
balance his time. He felt like a bad 
father, but when he started writing 
books he put aside time to not write and 
only spend time with his family. Jordan, 
throughout his entire life, learned one 
very valuable lesson that he taught us. 
Jordan said that in order to be a happy 
adult you need to find something you’re 
good at, that you also love to do and 
work hard at it. Secondly, find a way to 
take your skills and combine them with 
someone else’s needs. His presentation 
never lost the attention of the 8th 
graders. Jordan is an amazing author 
who is living life doing what he loves, 
which makes one truly happy writer.  
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Pro  
by Claire Yoo 

Con 
By Raymund Lee 

Point and Counterpoint 

groggier afternoons, we are kept 
inside to stare at screens.  I dare say 
that some of us have forgot what it 
feels like to bask in the warmth of the 
sun, without a thick winter coat on.  
We can now run outside without being 
forced to put on layers upon layers of 
clothing, or join spring sports teams 
because DaylightSavings means the 
beginning of spring!  And for the 
particularly busy, studying can be 
taken outside so you can be 
p r o d u c t i v e  w h i l e  b e i n g  

   Ever since World War I, countries began to start using 
the new concept of Daylight Saving Time. The people of 
Earth realized that this was completely useless. Back then, 
around 1910, the Germans created Daylight Saving Time 
to use less fuel. And so, they decided to push forward the 
clock one hour. This was somewhat beneficial to war 
countries during World War I, to others it served no 
purpose. Daylight Saving Time has transformed into a 
useless concept depriving people of sleep.  
   Sleep deprivation is a major issue for students and 
adults. Most people wake up in the morning wishing for 
more sleep, and with Daylight Saving Time, this cannot 
be achieved. Losing an hour of sleep can be harsh, and 
people’s physical health can be affected. In the United 
Kingdom, the British medical journal found a 25% 
increase in heart attacks after the hour of time was in 
effect. Also, 6 A.M. bikers are now technically biking at 5 
A.M., and USA Today reports that “micro-sleeps” can 
occur, resulting in people falling asleep while on the 

   When it comes to Daylight Saving Time, everybody loves 
gaining an hour in the Fall, and everyone hates losing an 
hour in the Spring.  This frigid “spring time” is among us, 
along with the loss of an hour.  While there seems to be no 
purpose, without Daylight Saving Time, a lot would be 
different, and not for the better.  From being able to see the 
sun more and finally be on the same time schedule as 
Arizona for once, Daylight Savings is one of the greatest 
traditions enforced in the Spring and Fall. 
    With this spring forward comes more time in the sun, 
which has so many different positives.  Children can play 
outside more and do so much they could never do in the 
house, like biking and baseball.  For adults, there is more 
light late in the day for athletic activities, such as golf and 
tennis, and it feels great to get home after work and see the 
sun, rather than the old gray of sunset transitioning into 
night.  And for middle schoolers, there is now proof that the 
sun is not gone!  With this horribly long winter full of 
d r e a d f u l  m o r n i n g s  a n d  e v e n �

warm.  As there is an additional hour of beautiful 
sunlight with Daylight Saving Time, people of all ages 
can enjoy the sunshine and be warm outside, while 
getting enough Vitamin D, which promotes healthy bones 
and reduces the risks of catching diseases. 
    Daylight Saving Time is an incredibly healthy tradition 
that has been influencing the United States for hundreds 
of years.  Without Daylight Saving Time, our life would 
be very different compared to how we live now.  Days 
would be much shorter, the sun would set earlier, and life 
in general would just be worse.  There are many more 
positives of Daylight Savings, and if you don’t believe 
me, just look for them.  With all of these positives, 
“losing” an hour of sleep for a few days as your body 
adapts is definitely worth it. 

additionally, researchers claimed that energy is saved the 
hour is pushed ahead. However, in recent studies on our 
major cities, researchers saw a 1% increase in energy use. 
Thus, we can see that Daylight Saving Time serves no 
purpose in the modern world.  
  Only the Germans of WWI have benefited from Daylight 
Saving Time, and even now the modern citizens of the 
country that first created question the concept. Daylight 
Saving Time puts people in danger of fatal vehicular 
accidents, health related problems, and additionally an 
increase in energy use, when we are in an age where we 
would like to use less energy. Therefore, Daylight Saving 
Time has no use. 

streets. Similar to the biking 
problem, early bird buses and 
public transportation now travel in 
near darkness. This may also 
result in accidents and vehicular 
catastrophes. A Canadian journal 
found a 5% to 7% surge in fatal 
vehicle accidents with Daylight 
Saving Time in effect. Health 
wise and risk wise, Daylight 
Saving Time simply increase our 
chance of hurting ourselves or 
damaging our heal th. And�
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Students at Demarest Middle School show their support for Seth by wearing yellow.  Seth was 
born without an immune system, so yellow was worn to raise awareness for his medical 
condition. 
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Submit this final page 
(answered correctly) 
to Room 116, and get 
entered in a raffle for 
a chance to win a 
lunch from Isabella’s 
or Chipotle! 

Read the issue to find 
the answers to the 
puzzle! 


